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DESCRIBE THE FRESI N1 A1iD CKIGINAL (IF KI{CWH) PHYSICAL /i FLARANCE
1:::} The Colurbus School, #¢9, is a Romanesque styled structure, the chief featuics of
aich are a central sguare towsr with r“*am:daT roof and a flenking pair of cylindrical
corner tovers with cornical rcofs. It is lecated in a neighborticod just scuth of Clifiin
Park, a privarily residential arca of ninctoonth and twentieth century rowiicuses in czod
rongition.  The structure is currently uced as the South ClifTton Park Cciminity Center.

The two-ctory, elcvoen hay wide "1]d|ng is devincd by the corner tovwers z0d 1zi ge
thece- f‘o:y cealral tower. Large .o .-len dovsle lvo:s ﬂ]uh side tocden panels on Lie

“or fau-ie sursunt soven stohe bfc- ~od brick chrzk walls with stone covering, This
"rance, recessed into a larce sicne LlCh cup; orted by t“o coluuns with decorative

- ¢ #itals, is uraz.onted with a licn's jead IeysLnne A lerue jwlti-paned, semi-ciicular

: ternscin on s2unts the deouble deors,  flcove the archuay is a l:zvge stone with a deccrative
cutline. Four cnc-cver-cne windcws with single light timnscus ave divided by thiee

siene pilasicrs. The wincows have stzae sills and lintels. The sccond ¢nd third siory
lcvels are divided by a stone band course. A 1o|,e stone lintel is sur:iougied by
louvered semi-circular windcws set into a blind archuay with caugad brick Voussoirs. A
J wooden arch, painted white, ecncloses the two windows. Round stone ornamentation at the
spancrels displays star designs. The tcwer facede is capped with a dentiled wooden
‘ cornice, metal roof cutter, and large pyiziidal slate roof with ball finials.

, The flanking wall cast of the tcwer is Tour bays wide, uhile the iost flaaking

| wall is three tays wide. Coth sides are désigned similarly. Baseient windows with

i cauged brick Tintels punctuate the Tcundation walls and are surmounted by a stone weter

E table. MWirdocws on the first floor have onc-over-one sash with a scini-circular iulti-

( aned trensom and gauged semi-circular avched brick lintels. The windows have stone

| ¢15,m.d a stone band course travels along the walls at the top rail lavel of the

l 1idows. Recessed rectangular brick panels decorate the walls between the first cnd

' seccnd stories. The second story windows have onc-over-one sash with a twelve-light

' trancom, walls at the top rail level of the windows. The building walls are capped by
coibeled brick end a metal roof cutter. A brick parapet rising ebeve the walls is

| decorated with corbeled cpcnings and topped by a inetal cap.

The round cylindrical towers each have six wincows identical to the second story
windows on the building walls. The towers rise above the cornice, ending in conical
roofs. Eight openings defined by pilasters punctuate the tcwers above the building's
roof 1ine. A flzg pole is hung from the western cylindrical tower.

| The side Tzcade of ihe original Fuilding is ten lays wide with six-uver-¢ix szash,
feu.—nLaITy archicd windows with double liceder brick Tintels and sicie sills. Basement
openings of the same style have been bricked in. Projecting boys' and girls' entrance-
ways are located on either end of the side facade. The entrances are composed of wide
double doors above a stone stoop, a large multi-paned transom, a stone lintel, and a
decorative metal pediment displaying "Boys" on the north entrance and "Girls" on the
south. The walls end in a simple corbeled brick cornice and metal roof gutter. A
~ four bay wide section connects the original building to a later addition. This section,
containing a stairway, is styled similarly to the side facades of the original building.
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CCLRIPTION CONTINUED)

The Tirst addition is eight Lays wicde with six-ovor-six windcws of a wider proporiion
This cddition is

"un ihe original side windows; these have stone sills and 1intels.

.-c-d by a metal roof gutier over a Lrick ccrnice. A

ais =ddition by a stuccoed building section housing a

The rcar addition is seven hays wide, constiructed of dark brick,
:-h. It is defined by thrce piers with smooth stcne capitals. The
ive nine-over-nine windows grcuped together on the second and third
"oy have a shared stone sill and gauged brick lintel. The northern

cecond =ddition is
single hallway.

connected to

and three stories
couth <zction has
floor levels.
section has iwo
have three nine-

211er windows on the second &nd third stories. Both first stories
;er-nine windows on each side, directly below a wide stone band course.
3i11s are capped in crenclated stone inolding.

The buildinag

The rcar of the second addition is defined by a central entrance seciicn projecting
l1icutly and ending in a shallow pediinent. It has a wide entrance on the first flcor
d a large window at the third floor level. The flanking walls are five bays wide.
“e outer windows are nine-over-nine with a stone sill and brick lintel. The central
indows are tri-partite nine-over-nine with shared sills and lintels. The building walls

ad in crenelated stone molding.

The school's interior has a simple plan of classrooms flanking a central corridor
aich bends at the connecting walls of each section and ends in a T-shape in the rear
idition. Main stairways are located in the connecting section between the original
uilding and first addition and at the center of the rear addition. The interior's

.cst notable characteristics include metal ceilings in many classrooms and the halls of
cth additions, interior windows (many of them have been painted cver) in the original
uilding section, and the large staircase with wooden handrails in the rear addition.
ie corner rooms facing the front have an unusual shape incorporating the round tower
ills.
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The Coluibus Schuol is a jcprcsentative excinle of the best of Romanesque Revival
architecture in Baliimore. Tihe cylindrical end teuers, large stone entrance arch, znd
contral tower are chavacteristic of this siyle of architecture. The original building
.as constructed in 1391. The builder i:as A.S. Bicwn. It hcused fourtecn classrooms,
clcak rcems for cach class, well lighted, wide coiridors, and the Swmead systum of yentila-
tion. In 19205 an zdditional eight classrooms wcie ndded, as well as a now staiivay.
The final rear addition was constructed in 1912 when, at a cost of over $53,000, ten
new standard size classrooms (26 feet by 32 fcaet) were added. From 1212 the building
noused thirty-three classrocins, three later converted to a library, health suite, end
ulti-purpose room. Since this school is still occupied, it has suffeired less vandalism
than the other five schools proposed for new housing.

The building is preoposed for re-use as 39 housing units plus ground Teyel meeting

°spaces for active neichborhood organizations. The school is located just south of
Clifion Park.

It is surrcunded by two-story brick rovhouses of the turn of the century
facing the school on thyee sides. [ecause of its size and location on North Avenuve, a
major traffic corridor, the school is a distinctive yisual Tandmark for the community.

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Columbus School is an griuple of the best of Renanzsque Fevival architecture
in Beltimere. The cuntral pyramical tever ond end *urrets are highly visible on
north Avenue, a mejor tratfic coiridor. Euilt in three difierent stices, it YEpresai:is
the changing quality of school constructicn in the late ninetcenth and carly twentieth
ccnturies. The interior metal ceilings are rcre Tor Baltinore City schools.
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- Fred Shoken, P'Ianning_ﬁassistantr___ S
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Faltimore * Maryland 21202 .
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heicby nominate this prcperty for inclusion in the MNiational Doy sier end coniify 153t it has been cvzlvaied according 1 the
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AN HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICAVION

e APPLICATION — PART 1

(Pursuant to the Tax Reform Act of 1976)

Instructions: Applican! should read the instructions carefully before completing application. No Certification may be made unless a completed epplicalion form nas
been received (P.L. 94-455) Use typewriter or print clearly in dark ink to complete the application form. If additional space is needed to complete Part 1. use the reverse
side or a separate plain sheet of paper clearly indicaling the owner's name and mailing address. Pari 1 of this applicalion may be completed and sent to the aspropri-
ate State Historic Preservation Officer al any time during the year, and may be sent separately or with Part 2.

PART1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Columbus School (Public School # 99)

1. NAME OF PROPERTY: i N e e

Agdress of property Streer_ NOrth Avenue and Washington Street _

Ciy Baltimore Sountys e Tiee o State -_MargalancL__ o A O s e e

Mame of histonic district in which propery 1s located : T

2. DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE:

{see instructions for map and photograph requirements—use reverse side if necessary) The Columbus School i1s a
Romanesque styled two-story, eleven bay wide structure defined by
two cylindrical corner towers with conical roofs and a large three-
story square central tower with a pyrimidal roof. The front entrance

s&éuﬁ?&sﬁﬁﬁémééto a large s?one arch suppor?ed bv two columns with

(use roverse side if necessary)  11€ School 1s a representative example of the best of

he Romanesque Revival architecture in Baltimore. The original part
was constructed in 1891, A.S. Brown, Builder, and housed fourteen
classrooms, cloak rooms for each class, well lighted wide corridors

and incorporated the Shead system of heating/ventilating. In 1905
Date of construction (if known) 18 9 1 )'(‘J Orniginal site O Moved Date of alterations (it known)'_:.}__g_eJ_sTl_g_la_ e

4. NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF OWNER:

The Baltimore School Associates

Name N - N~ — o ~ _
Street 18 Crowninshield Street = o o o
City PeabOdy e 19 Sla1e_MaS S. 2\p Cod@ ].;q_6_0__

617-531-0015

Telephone Number (during day) AreaCode___ ~ = 7= = _ S _—

8
X hereby attest tha@mrmatlcn | have provided 15, lo the best of my knowledge, correct, and thal | am owner ol the propeny described 570\.'

Signature ( M ______________________ — S Date’L{ y ]ig 1/7 ?_

—

For office use only

The structure described above is included within the boundaries of tne National Register histonic district and O contributes T does not contribute 10 the characler o
the district.

The strucmre‘:gappearstmoes not appear to meet National Register Criteria tor Evaluation (36 CFR 60.6) anuXwill likely O will not be nominated to the Natonal
Register in actord with the Department of the Intenior procedures (36 CFR 60).

The structure is located in a district which [J appears O does not appear 1o meet National Register Cniteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60.6). O will likely O will not be nom..
nated to the National Register in accord with Departmeps of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60). and O appears [ does not appear to contribute to the character of said

distnct Qﬂé .
Signalure # . Date 4 - ¢ 7 7\
State Hrst%@sewaiion Ofiicer ;

This property has been evaluated according 1o the cnitena and procedures set forth by the Department of the Interior (36 CFR 67) and. if subject to depreciation under
section 167 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954,

O is hereby certified a historic structure

O does not contribute 1o the character of the histonc disirict and does not merit certification as a histonc structure. Reasons given on the attazhed sheet

o e e e SRR

Keeper of the Nationai Register

- . _Dae__
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decorative caps, and ornamented with a lion's head kevstone. A larce
round arched multi-paned transom fan licht surmounts the double doors.
Four first floor 1/1 windows with sincle light transoms are divided by
three stone pilasters. The second and third floor levels are defined
by a stone belt course. A heavy stone lintel is surmounted by louvered
semi-circular windows set in a blind arcade with gaged brick voussoirs.
A wood framed arch encloses the two windows. Round stone ornamentation
at the spandrels have star design reliefs. The tower pavilion is
capped by a dentilled wood cornice, metal gutter and large pyrimidal
slate roof with ball finials.

The flanking east wall is four bays wide, the west wall three.
Windows at the first floor of both are 1/1 with round headed multi-
paned transoms set below gaged brick arches. Recessed rectangular
brick panels enrich the wall surface between the first and second
floors, with the upper level windows 1/1 with tweleve light transoms
below flat arched lintels. A brick parapet rises above the wall surface .
decorated with corbelled and open panels,with a pressed metal cap.The
round towers have six windows in each, repeating the design of the
upper floor windows in the main block. The towers rise above the par-
apets, with an open area defined by eight pilasters topped with coni-
cal roofs.

The side elevations of the original section are ten bays deep,
with 6/6 segmentally arched windows. Projecting entrances are located
at either end of the side elevation,with double doors, a large multi-
paned transom and decorative pressed metal pediments displaying "BOYS"
on the north entrance and "GIRLS" at the south.

A four bay deep section connects the original part with the
first (1905) addition, and repeats the details of the earlier wall.
The 1905 addition is eight bays deep with 6/6 windows but wider than
those in the original part. A second addition is appended to this area i
by a one bay wide, stucco section. This 1912 addition is seven bays deep:f
constructed of a darker red brick, and is three stories high. B

The interior has classrooms flanking a central corridor that
turns at the first addition and terminates in a "T" at the last addition:
Main stairs are located in the hyphen that connects the original and
first addition and at the center of the rear addition.The interior has
excellent pressed metal ceilings in many classrooms and in the hall.

3. Continued . ;

an additional eight classrooms were added, as well as a new stair.At

a cost of § 53,000 ten new standard sized classrooms were added at the
rear in 1912.The school has contained 33 classrooms since this last
addition, three of which have been converted for use as a library,

a health suite and a multi-purpose room. The school is proposed for
reuse as 39 apartments, with ground level meeting rooms. It is surrounde
by two story brick row houses dating from the turn of the century, and
is considered the landmark structure of the community.
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Public School # 99 (The Columbus School)
2000 E. North Avenue
Block 4167, Lot 001
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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